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James Word, Director 

 
 

CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
July 28, 2010 

4:30 P.M. – DISTRICT OFFICE 
 

 
Right to be heard:  Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any 
item of interest to the public which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  The 
request to be heard should be made immediately before the Board's consideration of the item. 
No action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is 
otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of  ¶54954.2 of the Government Code and except that 
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by persons exercising their public testimony rights under section 54954.3 of the 
Government Code. 

 
 

1. Public comments. 
     
2. General Manager comments.   
 
3. Board of Director comments. 
 
4. Consent Agenda 
 

a. Minutes of the July 14, 2010 Board Meeting. 
b. Recommend approval of board attendance at the ACWA 

Continuing Legal Education for Water Professionals conference. 
 

  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Consent Agenda 
 
5. Bills 
 
6. Committee/Manager Reports 
 

a. Water Resources Committee Minutes 
b. Finance Committee Minutes 

 
7. Recommend approval of Change Order with Water Resource Engineering 

Associates for design and contract management services for the Senior 
Canyon Mutual Water Company Automation Upgrades Project. 

 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve Recommendation 
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8. Discussion regarding repayment of the 2000 Casitas Dam Seismic 
Modernization Project. 

  
9. Information Items: 
 

a. Lake Casitas Storage Volume Comparison and Water Inventory 
Summary 

b. Lake Casitas Recreation Area Report. 
c. Letter regarding Mosler Rock Quarry. 
d. News Articles 
e. Investment Report 

 
10. Adjournment  
  

If you require special accommodations for attendance at or participation in this 
meeting, please notify our office 24 hours in advance at (805) 649-2251, ext. 
113.  (Govt. Code Section 54954.1 and 54954.2(a). 
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Minutes of the Casitas Municipal Water District 
Board Meeting Held 

July 14, 2010 
 

 A meeting of the Board of Directors was held July 14, 2010 at Casitas' 
Office, Oak View, California.  Directors Handley, Kaiser, Baggerly, Word and 
Hicks were present. Also present were Steve Wickstrum, General Manager, 
Rebekah Vieira, Clerk of the Board, and Attorney, John Mathews.  There were 
three staff members and no members of the public in attendance.  President 
Handley led the group in the flag salute. 

 
1. Public comments. 
 

None 
 
2. General Manager comments.   
 

Mr. Wickstrum informed the board of a letter that he is planning to sign 
regarding bank protection around the Fresno canyon area.  In 2005 there was a 
wash out in that area.  The Sanitary District pursued a FEMA contract to move 
forward with bank protection.  The proposal has now grown to include the 
Watershed Protection District and the City of Ventura. 
 
 Mr. Wickstrum then informed the board that he received a call from Jack 
Collins with the Bureau and they are progressing on the NEPA for the Fence 
replacement considering categorical exemptions for both the fence replacement 
and the reservation office.  We hope to begin both projects in September.  There 
will be a bureau inspection of the Robles Casitas canal, this is the second time in 
a year and they are looking for the potential of canal failure. 
 
3. Board of Director comments. 
 

Director Hick reported on his attendance at the Chamber meeting and 
requested that the District look at Proposition 21 that establishes an $18 annual 
license surcharge and grants free admission to all state parks.  
 
 Director Word commented on a positive letter from a constituent that he 
received regarding our recent newsletter.  He also verified that the Finance 
Committee meeting is scheduled for July 23rd at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Director Baggerly suggested that the ACWA legal education conference 
be placed on the next board agenda to be added on the list to allow attendance. 
Director Baggerly also informed the board of his conversation with Susan 
Francina on the fence issue.  He insured he that it has to do with security and we 
will monitor for the animals and if there is a problem we will look at it.   
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4. Consent Agenda       APPROVED 
 

a. Minutes of the June 22, 2010 Board Meeting. 
b. Minutes of the June 23, 2010 Board Meeting. 
c. Minutes of the June 28, 2010 Board Meeting. 
 

 On the motion of Director Word, seconded by Director Hicks and passed, 
the Consent Agenda was approved. 
 
5. Bills         APPROVED 
 

Director Word questioned #5431 for a data logger.  Mr. Wickstrum 
explained this is to replace a gauging station that was put in place in 1989.  
Director Hicks questioned the weed control and Mr. Wickstrum explained it was 
for spraying the face of the dam and a lot of hand work to remove the woody 
structures that tend to grow.  Director Word indicated he would abstain from 
voting on the bills because of a conflict of interest regarding one of the checks.   
 
 On the motion of Director Hicks, seconded by Director Kaiser and passed 
with Director Word abstaining, the bills were approved. 
 
6. Resolution adopting a Memorandum of Understanding between Casitas 

and the Management employees. 
ADOPTED 

 
The resolution was offered by Director Word, seconded by Director 

Baggerly and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Hicks, Word, Baggerly, Kaiser, Handley  
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: None 
 
  Resolution is numbered 10-21. 

 
7. Discussion regarding selection of representatives for meetings with the 

Bureau of Reclamation. 
 

  Mr. Wickstrum suggested clarifying the board members who would be 
representatives for meetings with the Bureau of Reclamation.   
 

  On the motion of Director Hicks, seconded by Director Kaiser and passed, 
Directors Word and Baggerly will be the representatives who will work on Bureau 
of Reclamation related issues and will look to schedule a study session. 
  
8. Consideration and direction to the General Manager concerning a letter of 

appreciation to NMFS for their cooperative efforts in relocating fish in the 
Ventura River. 

          APPROVED 
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 On the motion of Director Word, seconded by Director Kaiser and passed, 
the letter was approved.  
 
9. Information Items: 
 

a. Monthly Cost Analysis for operation of Robles, fisheries and fish 
passage. 

b. Reimbursement Disclosure Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 
2010. 

c. LAFCO Election Results 
d. Letter from Department of the Army in response to correspondence 

regarding the Mosler Rock Quarry. 
e. News Articles 

 
10. Closed Session: 
 
 a. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation  
  (Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9) 

Name of Case: Central Delta Water Agency, et al. v. California 
Department of Water Resources, et al.; Sacramento County 
Superior Court Case No. 34-2010-80000561. 

 
President Handley moved the meeting to closed session at 5:06 p.m. 

 
President Handley moved the meeting back to open session at 5:13 p.m. 

with John Mathews stated that with respect to the matter on the agenda it was 
determined by district counsel that special counsel will advise the district. 
 
11. Adjournment  
  
 President Handley adjourned the meeting at 5:14 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Secretary 







































CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
                                                Inter-Office Memorandum 
 
DATE:  July 23, 2010 
 
TO:         Board of Directors 
 
FROM: General Manager, Steve Wickstrum 
 
Re:  Water Resources Committee Meeting of July 19, 2010 
           
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors receive and file this report. 
 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW: 

    
1. Roll Call.  Director Baggerly and Director Word.  Staff – Ron Merckling.  Public – Matt 

Bryant, Ventura River County Water District, and Glen Luscombe, Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District.  

 
2. Public Comments.  None. 
 
3. Board Comments.  None. 

 
4. Manager Comments. 

Mr. Merckling reported that the Agricultural Water Use Symposium on May 26th at Ron 
White’s ranch, in Ojai, was attended by eleven local ranchers.   

 
5. Discussion regarding the Urban Water Management Plan.  

Mr. Merckling presented many revisions to Section 2, Step 10: Development of 
desalinated Water and Section 4, Step 2: Estimate of Minimum Supply for Next Three 
Years.  It was noted that all future drafts being brought to the Committee be marked 
distinctly as a draft and have a draft date.  Director Baggerly suggested considering 
information from a recent assessment of the upper Ventura River groundwater basin.  
Several more suggested changes were discussed in the Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Merckling stated that it is highly likely that the filing date will be extended to July 1, 
2011, which should be adequate time to get the UWMP completed. 
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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
                                                Inter-Office Memorandum 
 
DATE:  July 23, 2010 
 
TO:         Board of Directors 
 
FROM: General Manager, Steve Wickstrum 
 
Re:  Finance Committee Meeting of July 23, 2010 
           
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors receive and file this report. 
 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW: 

    
1. Roll Call.    
 Director Kaiser and Director Word  

 Staff – Steve Wickstrum and Denise Collin 
    

2. Public comments.   
 None. 
 
3. Board/Management comments. 

The General Manager followed up with the suggestion for workshops on various issues 
that are in Casitas’ interest by suggesting that the Board be brought up to speed on the 
repayment for the Casitas Dam Seismic Modernization Project.  This will be a workshop 
item for the July 28th regular meeting of the Board. 
 
The General Manager discussed a very recent public report of a person trying to enter 
the west side of Lake Casitas with an orange kayak, thus violating Casitas’ boating 
restriction.  The suspect drives an older model grey pickup truck. Staff has been made 
aware of the report and will remain vigilant in their surveillance of park boundaries.   
 

4. Review of the Financial Statement and Consumption Report. 
The Committee reviewed the financial statement and consumption report. Denise Collin 
reported that the report will be updated as she accrues the year end information. The 
agricultural water sales are representative of the slightly above average rainfall year and 
continued mild spring condition, and will be updated to account for the bi-monthly sales 
which are to be read at the end of July, providing additional June water sales numbers to 
complete the fiscal year of sales.  The Committee is interested in receiving the final 
financial report for FY 2009-10 when it is made available. 
 
The Committee reviewed the projects list, commenting on the large number of projects 
worked on and completed by staff, representative of moving forward on many of the 
deferred maintenance projects noted in the past.  Director Word suggested that just the 
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summary pages be brought forward to the Board for their information. 
 
It was noted that Casitas is tracking the expenditures for quagga as a separate project.  
The FY 2009-10 expenditures are approximately $80,000 for this effort, which mostly 
comprised of salaries for boat inspections. 
  

5. Investment Report with Smith Barney/Morgan Stanley Fixed Income High Net 
Worth Program. 
Denise Collin provided the treasurer’s report in the format to be provided in the next 
Board agenda, and explained the new listings that have resulted from the new 
investments.  The Committee discussed the “Accrued Interest” line, as it is a cost made 
at the initial point of purchase of the bonds that will eventually be repaid to the District 
over the next year.  The key aspect of the report is the difference in rate of interest 
between that received from LAIF/COVI and the Program.  Denise will discuss the list of 
investments with Mr. Oehmke.  The Committee expressed that this was a positive move 
on the part of the District. 

 
6. Proposal from Bank of America and Rabo Bank regarding banking service charge 

reductions. 
Denise Collin has inquired with the local branch of the Bank of America about the 
$26,000 of banking fees charged to the District each year.  The answer received was that 
if the District would maintain an additional $4.5M at B of A, the fees would be eliminated. 
 Denise has also inquired with Rabo Bank and has received a proposal that if the District 
maintained a minimum of $50,000 in Rabo Bank, there would be no banking fees.  There 
is a desire to change banks to avoid the banking fees.  The committee supported 
Denise’s efforts to reduce the District’s baking costs.  Denise will do further investigation 
in this regard and bring the recommendation to the Board at a later date. 

 
7. Update of Sole Source Purchasing. 

In 2003, the Board adopted a sole source purchasing policy and authorized the General 
Manager to develop and maintain a list of sole source vendors and equipment.  Recently, 
staff recognized that the list had become outdated and needed further review.  The 
committee was informed that the General Manager is working with staff to update the list. 
This is not an item that will need to go before the Board, given the language that currently 
exists in the policy. 

 
8. Senior Canyon Proposition 50 Project and change order.  

The Committee was informed of the need to bring before the Board a change order from 
the consulting engineer for the Project.  The reason for the change is that the Project was 
sharing costs that were in common with two other SCMWC grant projects, causing an 
economy of scale benefit with all three projects.  The consultant’s price was built on this 
idea of doing all three projects simultaneously. Unfortunately, the two other projects for 
which SCMWC had applied for through the State Department of Health Services have not 
been funded.  The key element costs that fell entirely on the Project is the environmental 
review tasks and design/management for the pipeline replacement. 
 
As the Committee was reminded, and this message is clear with SCMWC, we have a 
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limited budget to accomplish the priority tasks of the Project.  Once we reach the end of 
the budget, there will be no more budget dollars coming from either the Proposition 50 
grant or Casitas.  The remaining elements and tasks would go unfinished and at the sole 
funding and continuation of effort by SCMWC. 
 
The recommendation for the approval of the change order is to be brought to the Board 
meeting of July 28th.  It is recommended to approve the change order as it seems 
reasonable and is needed to move the Project forward in a timely manner. 

 



CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
Inter-Office Memorandum 

 
DATE:    July 22, 2010 
TO:  Finance Committee 
FROM: Ron Merckling, Water Conservation and Public Affairs Manager 
RE: Approval of Change Order to agreement with Water Resource Engineering 

Associates for design and contract management services for the Senior Canyon 
Mutual Water Company Automation Upgrades Project  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors approve a change order in the amount of $78,780.00 
to the agreement with the Water Resource Engineering Associates (WREA) to complete the 
Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company Automation Upgrades Project for an amount not 
previously to exceed $148,494. The new total for WREA services will then be for an amount not 
to exceed $227,274. This amount does not include the $12,650 to be billed for Labor Compliance. 
 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW: 
The overall grant amount and matching dollar amounts to be provided by Casitas for the Senior 
Canyon Upgrade Project will not change as a result of this change order. And, the primary grant 
project objectives related to water conservation savings to include the bridge replacement and 
adding SCADA elements to the Senior Canyon system should not be jeopardized by this change 
order. However, road repairs and shed replacement proposals could be curtailed as a result of the 
additional project costs. Once bids are completed for the various project phases a better 
determination will be able to be made on whether any project curtailment will be necessary. 
 
There were three state Proposition 50 Grants that were sharing some costs on this project due to 
some common design, survey and environmental and permitting work. However, the other two 
state grants have since been placed on indefinite hold and there is a need due to time constraints to 
move ahead with the Senior Canyon Upgrades project. The loss in “economy of scale” and 
additional biological survey requirements explains the need for the $78,780.00 change order 
request. Specifically, the $78,780 will bill for $2,200 for soils report; $16,000 for special status 
species surveys; and $24,000 for design and project management. Staff has requested from the 
state that more of the original grant reimbursements move toward preliminary design work rather 
than keeping them in the construction phase of the project so no additional liquidity burden will be 
placed on Casitas due to this change order request.   
 
The Senior Canyon Upgrades project includes state grant funds in the amount of $488,462 to 
complete a pipeline replacement and to install automation upgrades. Casitas will contribute 
$106,654 to project costs and an additional $17,184 in staff time. Senior Canyon will contribute 
$90,000 in project costs and an additional $10,010 in staff time.  
 
 

























Lake Casitas Storage Volume Comparison
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CASITAS RESERVOIR WATER INVENTORY SUMMARY
2009/10 WATER YEAR

      (All Volumes in Acre-feet)

           RESERVOIR               RESERVOIR  INFLOW  RESERVOIR RELEASES
(last of previous month) VENTURA CHANGE

RIVER TO MAIN   IN
MONTH ELEV (ft) STORAGE DIRECT DIVERS'N TOTAL PRECIP EVAP   SYSTEM SPILL STORAGE

OCT '09 541.17 189463 -599 7 -592 1224 598 1377 0 -1342

NOV '09 540.58 188121 -554 0 -554 0 332 1354 0 -2240

DEC '09 539.59 185881 8 0 8 908 197 719 0 0

JAN '10 539.59 185881 4195 3455 7650 1666 196 735 0 8385

FEB '10 543.26 194266 1968 1950 3918 1159 173 474 0 4431

MAR '10 545.16 198697 1317 684 2000 84 566 671 0 848

APR '10 545.52 199545 219 367 586 608 600 500 0 94

MAY '10 545.65 199639 376 0 376 51 974 1753 0 -2300

JUN '10 544.58 197339 -255 0 -255 0 600 2078 0 -2934

JUL '10

AUG '10

SEP '10

OCT '10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

TOTAL 6675 6463 13139 5700 4235 9661 0 4942

reservoir capacity = 254,000 a.f. @ 567 ft.

g:\engr.wks\hydrology\casitasdam\annual\casitasreservoir2010
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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
 

LAKE CASITAS RECREATION AREA 
 

DATE:  July 13, 2010  
 
TO:  Steve Wickstrum, General Manager 
 
FROM: Carol Belser, Park Services Manager 
   
SUBJECT: Recreation Area Monthly Report for June 2010  
     
Visitation Comparison 
The following is a comparison of visitations for June:   
 

  June 2009 June 2010 May 2010 
Visitor Days 72,752 76,036 72,876 
Camps 6,921 6,747 5,847 
Cars 18,213 19,009 18,219 
Boats 527 547 804 
Kayaks & Canoes 12 12 6 

  
 Revenue 

Operations 
June 2009              $307,646.95 
June 2010               $290,579.92 
% Change               -5.9% 

 
Fiscal Year to Date Visitation 

2008/2009 716,621
2009/2010 652,604
% Change -8.933

 
   
Activities and Upcoming Events 
Commercial filming activity was conducted in campgrounds H, M and O on June 5th.  
 
The Annual Wine Festival was held Sunday June 13, 2010.  The event organizer reported a total of 3,185 
were in attendance.  
 
Two free family films were shown June 12th and 26th, and our Astrology Night continued June 19th.  The 
events attracted 40, 125, and 150 people respectively.     
  
Boating/Fishing 
There 22 cables sold for new inspections, 9 vessel re-inspections, 1,037 boats were retagged. 
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Moonlight Fishing by boat was held June 19th.  Thirteen boats participated with $390 collected in revenue 
for the special event account.  Shoreline Fishing was held June 24, 25, 26th. 
  
Incidents 
There were 15 field investigations by PSO or APSO staff for body contact made, with no citations issued. 
Signs were ordered regarding the no-body contact policy in both English and Spanish and will be posted 
where most infractions occur.  
 
On June 20, PSO staff responded to a vehicle over the side at HWY 150 in the Willow Creek area. The 
driver and the passenger were evaluated by EMS on site, but declined medical attention.  The driver of the 
vehicle apparently lost control and came to rest upside down in the drainage ditch behind the guardrail 
about 20 feet below the road.  Staff determined there were not any water quality concerns.   
 
Projects, Meetings and Training 
Maintenance personnel Chavez and Godfrey attended continuing education training on June 24 in Burbank.  The 
topic was Storage Tanks, Pipe and Repair and Security.”  Four of our aquatic staff completed American Red Cross 
Title 22, Emergency Response Course to be in compliance with the California State Health and Safety Code 
specified for public swim facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G:\WPDOCS\REPORTS\MONTH\2010\June.2010.doc 



















   CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENTS

07/22/10
 

Weighed 
Average 

Type of Date of Amount of Current Rate of Date of % of Days to Days to
Invest Institution CUSIP Maturity Deposit Mkt Value Interest Deposit Portfolio Maturity Maturity

*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XS4S40 09/16/11 $726,316 $726,250 3.490% 07/01/10 5.88% 414 24
*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XSP930 12/13/13 $743,750 $742,441 2.956% 07/01/10 6.01% 1221 73
*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XWNB10 06/12/15 $729,603 $731,717 2.775% 07/01/10 5.93% 1760 104
*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3133XWW470 03/09/12 $707,315 $705,908 1.116% 06/30/10 5.72% 587 34
*TB Federal Home Loan Bank 3134A4VG60 11/17/15 $807,683 $796,033 4.750% 07/19/10 6.45% 1915 123
*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EABS70 09/27/13 $766,605 $765,191 3.783% 07/01/10 6.20% 1145 71
*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EACD90 07/28/14 $739,907 $740,467 2.849% 07/01/10 6.00% 1446 87
*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EACE70 09/21/12 $723,646 $720,125 2.066% 06/30/10 5.83% 779 45
*TB Federal Home Loan MTG Corp 3137EACF40 12/15/11 $706,398 $705,908 1.116% 06/30/10 5.72% 503 29
*TB Federal Natl MTG Assn 31398AYY20 09/16/14 $739,123 $739,158 2.858% 07/01/10 5.99% 1494 89
*TB US Treasury Inflation Index NTS 912828JE10 07/15/18 $1,055,030 $1,042,183 1.326% 07/06/10 8.44% 2873 243
*TB US Treasury Notes 912828JW10 12/31/13 $709,352 $710,066 1.487% 04/01/10 5.75% 1239 71
*TB US Treasury Notes 912828LZ10 11/30/14 $718,129 $720,125 2.080% 07/01/10 5.83% 1568 91
*TB US Treasury Notes 912828MB30 12/15/12 $709,707 $706,839 1.115% 06/30/10 5.73% 863 49
*TB US Treasury Inflation Index NTS 912828MF40 01/15/20 $1,041,021 $1,026,907 1.342% 07/01/10 8.32% 3413 284
*TB US Treasury Notes 912828ML10 12/31/11 $707,191 $705,607 0.992% 06/30/10 5.72% 519 30

Accrued Interest (Interest paid at time of purchase) $59,417 $59,417

Total in Gov't Sec. (11-00-1055-00&1065) $12,390,193 $12,344,343 77.99%

*CD CD - $0 $0 0.000% 0.00%

Total Certificates of Deposit: (11.13506) $0 $0 0.00%

** LAIF as of:  (11-00-1050-00) N/A $1,367,570 $1,367,570 0.56% Estimated 8.64%

*** COVI as of: (11-00-1060-00) N/A $2,115,357 $2,115,357 1.41% Estimated 13.37%

TOTAL FUNDS INVESTED $15,873,120 $15,827,270 100.00%

Total Funds Invested last report $16,751,665 $16,751,665

Total Funds Invested 1 Yr. Ago $13,558,080 $13,558,080

**** CASH IN BANK (11-00-1000-00) EST. $151,349 $151,349
CASH IN Western Asset Money Market $1 $1

TOTAL CASH & INVESTMENTS $16,024,470 $15,978,620

TOTAL CASH & INVESTMENTS 1 YR AGO $14,300,849 $14,300,849

*CD CD - Certificate of Deposit
*TB TB - Federal Treasury Bonds or Bills 
** Local Agency Investment Fund 
*** County of Ventura Investment Fund

Estimated interest rate, actual not due at present time.
**** Cash in bank

No investments were made pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 53601, Section 53601.1 
and subdivision (i) Section 53635 of the Government Code.
All investments were made in accordance with the Treasurer's annual statement of 
investment policy.
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